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NYLA COUNCIL APPROVES SUSTAINABLE LIBRARY CERTIFICATION PROGRAM; HISTORIC DECISION LAUNCHES 
FIRST BENCHMARKING INITIATIVE OF ITS KIND 

 

ALBANY, NY – The New York Library Association (NYLA) is proud to announce a one-of-a-kind opportunity for New 
York’s public libraries to step up as sustainability leaders in their communities: The Sustainable Library 
Certification Program. 

The Council of NYLA approved the program at their August 10, 2017 meeting, on the recommendation of the 
NYLA Sustainability Initiative Committee (NYLA-SI), to help realize the goals of the Council’s own Resolution on the 
Importance of Sustainable Libraries. That resolution, passed February 6, 2014, articulated the commitment by 
NYLA to “...enthusiastically encourage activities by its membership – and itself - to be proactive in their application 
of sustainable thinking in the areas of their facilities, operations, policy, technology, programming, and 
partnerships.” 

The Sustainable Library Certification Program’s cutting-edge benchmarking system is designed to help libraries 
improve their “triple bottom line” as environmental stewards, economically feasible institutions and as 
community leaders that place great stock in social equity. 

“This initiative exemplifies the commitment of NYLA and our member libraries to community leadership,” said 
Barbara Stripling, President of the New York Library Association. “It is our willingness to take on important issues, 
and help our communities find solutions, that ensures that libraries will always be an integral part of our 
communities.” 

Organizations that achieve Certification through this program will: 

• reinforce their roles as leaders in their communities 
• ensure that sustainability remains part of their library's process and practice in the future and 
• receive recognition for their commitment to making their communities more resilient, while making their 

communities stronger 

 



“NYLA is thrilled to serve as a conduit for this important work, bringing together the efforts and passions of the 
dedicated members of the Sustainability Initiative,” said Jeremy Johannessen, NYLA Executive Director. “This 
certification program serves as an important step in ensuring the long-term vitality of the libraries in our state.” 

The Committee has worked to create and assess a custom process modeled on what has proven successful in 
other industries - from the business world (e.g. B Corporation certification), to the world of construction (e.g. 
Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design certification), to academia (e.g. The Association for the 
Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education Sustainability Tracking, Assessment & Rating System). This tool 
fills the void in the library field. 

The Sustainable Libraries Certification Program will be the first of its kind in the nation, if not the world. The 
program is designed to lead a library’s administration, board, and staff through a series of questions and activities 
that ultimately lead to creating a more sustainable, resilient, and regenerative library that is well positioned to 
help its community thrive. 

Work a library will undertake to strengthen their organizational culture of sustainability through this program will 
include a variety of activities including an employee survey; policy development; data collection to benchmark 
resource usage; program design; and outreach efforts in your community. Technical assistance in completing the 
certification path will be provided. 

This program is open to all public libraries in New York. There is a discounted rate structure through the end of 
2017 for early adopters. Versions for the academic and school library community are currently in development. 

To learn more please visit: http://www.nyla.org/sustainability and sign up for one of the introductory webinars 
being offered this fall: 

• Monday, October 16 from 11:00am-12:00pm 
• Friday, November 17 from 11:00am-12:00pm 

Please register online for the session that works best for you: https://goo.gl/forms/WLod2L7DyC4CnlsI3 

About NYLA:  
The New York Library Association (NYLA) is the voice of the library community in New York. NYLA is the oldest 
state library association in the country and represents school, college, special and public libraries, library staff, 
trustees, and students from around the state.  

NYLA is the only statewide organization dedicated to advocating on behalf of all libraries and library staff in 
Albany and serves as the spokesperson on library matters to the media and public policymakers. 
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